What South Dakotans Should Know About COOL...

What is COOL?

COOL stands for Country of Grigin Labeling, COOL requires retailers to let consumers know the
country of origin of beefl, lamb, pork, goal meat, chicken, and fish, in addition o perishable com-
modities and peanuts, pecans and macadamia nuts. 105 a common sense measure that will benefit
our agricultural community and consumers alike

Why do [ support COOL?

| have long supported Country of Onigin Labeling. | introduced my first meat labeling bill as a
member of the House of Representatives in 1992, As a Senator, | remtroduced that legislation in
19467, and 1 was the primary author of the COOL language included in the 2002 Farm Ball. During
the 2008 Farm Bill reauthorization, | pressed to ensure COOL would finally be implemented.

Why do we need COOLY?

* [U's every consumer’s right o know, Amencans deserve o know where the Tood they
feed ther family is from. Polls show that the overwhelming majority of Americans
want COOL 15 we know where our T-shins come rom, shouldn’t we know where our
T-bones come from?

* 1 also benefits Amencan producers. The law serves as a marketing ool for anchers
and producers in South Dakota and across our nation. [ allows consumers o choose o
purchase an Amencan product in the grocery store aisle.

Whao clse supports COOL?

A poll by Consimer Reporis showed that 92% of Amencans want o know the arigin of the Food
they are buyving, COOL draws broad, bipartisan support. as evidenced by the bill’s overwhelming
support in the United States Congress.,

What are some misconceptions about COOL?

There are plenty, Cne major concern was that COOL would cavse a ot of paperwork, resulting
in headaches for farmers and ranchers. To address this concern, | helped enact changes in the
2008 Farm Bill clanfying that producers can confirm the ongin of their products using records
maintained through the course of their normal day-to-day business. Another concern invelved the
cost of COO0L; the fact of the matter 1= that almost every other industnalized nation already has a
COOL law, and they have implemented the program with minimal cost

When will COOL be implemented?

After being signed into law in the 2002 Farm Bill, the onginal implementation
date of September 30, 2004 sulTered a string of delays due oo series of backioom
deals and closed door discussions. Now, at long last, COOL will be implemented
by September 30, 2006,

Where can folks learn more details about how COOL will be implemented ?
USDA has published their imterim final rule abow COOL in the August 1, 20084
issue of the Federal Register, You can read the document online at Jufp:www,
s diselar gov/ AMSv L getfife PdDocName=5TELPRODCSO70926,  In addition,
I"ve posted information about COOL and other important issues on my websile 3
ab futpcoleson senate gov, ry iy



