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   WASHINGTON (AP) _ Sen. Tim Johnson, D-S.D., has asked to meet

with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' regional commander to

discuss plans to rewrite Missouri River management rules.

   Col. William Grisoli, who now serves at the Pentagon, will take

over the regional post later this year.

   In a letter Friday, Johnson asked to meet with Grisoli to

discuss how revisions to the river's master manual will affect the

agency's responsibility to follow laws protecting graves and

historic sites.

   ``Last year, the inadvertent discovery of Yankton Sioux Tribe

remains at a state recreational site and the failure of the corps

to follow federal law sparked weeks of anguish and hard feelings

for the tribe,'' Johnson said.

   Last month, the federal Advisory Council on Historic

Preservation said the corps should take immediate action to protect

graves and other sacred and historic sites from looting, vandalism

and erosion.

   The council also said the corps should work with states and

Indian tribes to develop a permanent program to preserve historic

sites.

   Corps officials have said the agency is doing several of the

report's recommendations and has increased funding for preservation

work.

   The corps has proposed a half-dozen alternatives to its

decades-old dam and reservoir operations and will finalize a new

manual next fall.
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