May 16, 2003

Colonel William Grisoli 

Deputy Director Army Transformation 

Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff 

400 Army Pentagon 

3D-640

Washington, D.C. 20310-0400 

Dear Colonel Grisoli:

As the new Commander and Division Engineer for the Northwestern Division of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers you face a set of challenges that directly impact the culture, natural beauty, and livelihood of the constituents of my state.  Revising the Missouri River Master Water Control Manual and protecting the rich cultural and historic sites along the Missouri River are top priorities.  Therefore, I am writing to request an opportunity to meet with you at your convenience to discuss these matters.  

The Northwestern Division includes nearly the entire Missouri River basin in an area comprising one-fourth of the continental United States.  As you know, the Corps has spent more than a decade on the revision of the Master Manual.  Yet, it appears that no end to this process is in sight, despite an explicit Biological Opinion from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and a report by the National Academy of Sciences recommending necessary changes needed to manage the river.  Resolving this issue and revising the Master Manual based on our scientific understanding of the river is crucial to restoring the ecosystem and ensuring the millions of hours of recreation benefits each year. 

I am also concerned about the Corps responsibility for complying with federal laws intended to protect graves and other historic sites along the Missouri River.  Last year, the inadvertent discovery of Yankton Sioux Tribe remains at a state recreational site and the failure of the Corps to follow federal law, sparked weeks of anguish and hard feelings for the tribe.  This dispute ultimately found itself in Court and I am saddened that aggrieved parties are forced to engage in costly litigation rather than be afforded the proper processes through federal law.  

Again, it is my hope to have an opportunity to schedule a meeting with you in the near future to discuss these important matters.  Please have your staff contact Matt Thornblad in my office at 224-5842, or feel free to contact me directly.  






Sincerely, 

Tim Johnson 






United States Senate 

