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Mr. President – Thank you.  It sure does feel good to be back here again.  

I want to thank Senators Thune, Reid and McConnell, as well as all of my colleagues, for the warm welcome back.   In so many ways, the words and prayers from you and your spouses, on both sides of the aisle, supported both Barb and me and gave us strength.  You will never know what that meant to us.  I also want to thank Representative Herseth Sandlin for her incredible support through these tough times.

The MilCon Approps bill is now on the floor and I must also thank Senator Jack Reed for working with my staff and for his leadership on the bill.

Before I get too far along in my remarks, it must already be clear to you that my speech is not 100 percent.  My doctors tell me that it will get there.  

But my thoughts are clear and my mind is sharp and I’m here to be a voice for South Dakota in the Senate.  With patience, persistence and faith, I have fought back, and my will to keep fighting for South Dakota is strong.  My ability to think is paramount so I hope that now as I return to my office, people focus on my work more than how quickly I walk these days. 

Last week, I went home to South Dakota.  Today, I come home to the United States Senate.

This has been a long and humbling journey – a journey that has taken longer than some people have liked, and I count myself among them.  

But I return to work today to this great body with a renewed spirit and a sharper focus.  I better appreciate today what individuals and families go through when they face crippling hardship – whether that hardship be the consequence of catastrophic health issues, economic hardship, or lack of an opportunity to reach one’s full potential in life.  

I believe I have been given a second chance at life.  I vow to take that second chance and work harder than ever to be the best I can be for my state and for my nation; to be a voice for those individuals and families who too often are ignored or forgotten; and to fight to live up to the ideals that have made this nation great.  That is my focus and that is my commitment to my constituents back home in South Dakota, to the people of this great nation, and to my colleagues here in Washington.

 

It has been the greatest honor in my life to stand for and by the people of South Dakota.  I cannot thank them, as well as the members of this chamber, enough for your patience and support.  Today, my work begins anew.  I relish the task.  It’s great to be home.

Thank you and Mr. President, I yield the floor.

