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Combating Domestic Violence Across South Dakota 

Column by U.S. Senator Tim Johnson

Monday, July 25, 2005 

In 1994, Congress took a significant step in protecting women by passing the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). This important legislation implemented many groundbreaking programs to assist victims of terrible crimes such as domestic violence and rape, and helped to ensure that the perpetrators of these crimes are punished. 

Domestic violence has dropped by nearly 50 percent since 1993, the year before VAWA's enactment. Incidents of rape are down by almost 60 percent. Additionally, by bringing these important issues to the forefront, sexual assaults and domestic violence are more likely to be reported. 

Now, the fight against domestic violence is facing another hurdle. VAWA is set to expire on September 30, taking these vital protections for women with it. Despite VAWA's success, there is still much work to be done, because domestic violence is still too common in our state and in our country. Over 6,700 women in South Dakota reported being victims of domestic violence last year. More women are injured in the United States by domestic violence each year than by automobile accidents and cancer deaths combined. Tragically, a woman in our country is forcibly raped every five to six minutes. 

To continue this fight, I am co-sponsoring legislation that will reauthorize VAWA and increase funding for the Act. The legislation does not stop there however. It also expands VAWA's focus to include other important aspects of domestic violence and sexual assault. It will provide for stiffer penalties for offenders, and contains provisions specifically aimed at assisting the children of victims. 

Importantly for South Dakota, the reauthorization also specifically strengthens programs for victims in rural areas by expanding the Rural VAWA program, which provides education, training, and services through grants that are tailored to serve rural areas. Also of note for rural areas is the increased funding for the National Domestic Violence Hotline, which fields over 16,000 calls each month. 

With the reauthorization of VAWA, we can continue the strides that have already been taken to help combat domestic violence in our country. 

For those that may find themselves in need of immediate help, the National Domestic Violence Hotline is available to callers 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and able to provide services in over 150 languages. All calls to the Hotline are anonymous. They can be reached at 1-800-799-SAFE. 

