March 27, 2003

Mr. Dale Bosworth 

Chief, USDA – Forest Service 
14th and Independence SW

Washington, D.C.  20090-6090

Dear Chief Bosworth:
Thank you for your continued efforts to work with us to meet the needs of the Black Hills National Forest.    

As you know, fully implementing the Black Hills Fire Prevention Legislation (Public Law 107-206, Section 706) in Norbeck and the Beaver Park areas, and continuing to rebuild the timber sale program are very important to the management of the Black Hills National Forest.  Our understanding is that the Black Hills National Forest will offer 60 mmbf of saw timber plus the FY 2002 shortfall of approximately 16 mmbf in FY 2003, and 65 mmbf of saw timber in FY 2004.  

Attached is a letter from Forest Supervisor Twiss to Regional Forester Cables outlining the need for additional funding in FY 2003 to implement the Black Hills Fire Prevention Legislation and to meet the Forest’s timber program commitments.  We believe it is crucial that sufficient resources are available to reduce non-commercial fuels and treat Forest Service land adjacent to private property.  

We would greatly appreciate your assistance in ensuring that the Black Hills National Forest has adequate resources and funding to achieve these important objectives.  

Sincerely,

Tom Daschle






Tim Johnson

United States Senate





United States Senate

Enclosure 

